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WHY TOGETHER IN JESUS
The Together in Jesus sacramental preparation program captures 
children’s attention with colorful artwork, hands-on activities, 
and stickers that all reinforce important concepts. Free online 
lesson summaries and video links help families understand the 
sacrament in a deeper way together.

Teaching Guides with prayers, and detailed lesson planning

Updated catechist edition

Online guides for home programs and special needs

Video links for each lesson

Involve parents with nested, take-home lessons, Q&A booklet, 
Family Time poster, and email/newsletter content

Together Jesus



Affordable.
Family friendly.
Engaging.

Director's Handbook

Confirmation, First Eucharist,
First Reconciliation Preparation

Pflaum Publishing Group
A division of Bayard, Inc.

Together Jesus

JesúsUnidos en

                                                                                                                           

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S HANDBOOK: 
This very important tool for DREs and 
Sacramental Preparation Coordinators 
provides an overview of the Together 
in Jesus program.

VIDEOS: Available in English or Spanish, 
these videos will help bring the message 
of the lesson to life. Play them during  
the sessions or share the links with 
children and parents to extend the  
lesson at home. 

COLORING PAGES: Sacrament-themed 
coloring pages can be during used 
during the sessions or as handouts the 
children can color at home.

ONLINE RESOURCES

The Together in Jesus sacramental preparation programs includes six lessons for First Reconciliation and six lessons for First 
Eucharist (eight lessons if you are using the Confirmation with First Eucharist program). In addition to these twelve (or fourteen) 
lessons, here are some of the resources that you can incorporate into your program or use as teaching preparation, whether you 
are teaching the program over one year or two. All of the following online resources for Together in Jesus can be found HERE.

CORRELATION TO PFLAUM GOSPEL 
WEEKLIES: This resource provides 
suggestions for ways to integrate Together 
in Jesus and Pflaum Gospel Weeklies 
into a single program that combines 
grade-level religious ed and sacramental 
preparation. Options are clearly outlined 
here for ease-of-use and application.

SPECIAL NEEDS LEARNING GUIDES: 
Suggested accommodations for children 
with special needs are provided for 
every lesson of Together in Jesus 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

MUSIC: The song lyrics for the Together 
in Jesus music collection are provided 
here. The songs can be used during the 
sessions or as part of the sacramental 
liturgies. 

© 2018 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com • Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Together in Jesus.

The Holy Spirit Comes to God’s People

ARTICLES ABOUT THE MASS AND 
SACRAMENTS FOR FAMILIES: This 
continually updated list of articles can 
be shared with families throughout 
the sacramental preparation process, 
during parent meetings, as part of an 
e-blast, or as a handout at the end of a 
sacramental prep lesson. 

PRAYERS TO KNOW: Prayers for 
sacramental preparation as well as 
traditional prayers of the Church, 
provided in English and Spanish, are 
provided as a downloadable PDF.

TOGETHER IN JESUS LESSON PREVIEW 
VIDEOS FOR PARENTS AND CATECHISTS: 
To help you prepare your lessons, watch these 
short preview videos. Each video gives an 
overview of the lesson objectives, materials 
needed, and also includes helpful teaching tips.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS: Faith Words for 
children to know, provided in English 
and Spanish, are provided as a 
downloadable PDF.

Together Jesus

CD–1

1. MY SHEPHERD
© 2000 John Burland

Verse 1:
When I stray far
When I stray far
Turning away
Turning away
When I’m lost and I cannot find the 
way
When the choices that I’ve made 
Just don’t feel right 
    
Chorus:
My Shepherd-always there for me
My Shepherd-always leading me
My Shepherd to Your healing hands I 
come

Verse 2:
When I am wrong
When I am wrong
Knowing what’s right
Knowing what’s right
When I’m lost and I cannot find the 
way
When the choices that I’ve made 
Just don’t feel right

Verse 3:
Just as I am
Just as I am
I come to you
I come to you
When I’m lost and I cannot find the 
way
When the choices that I’ve made 
Just don’t feel right

2. ACT OF CONTRITION
© ICEL

My God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my 
heart.

4. CHOICES
© 1998 John Burland

Chorus:
C H O I C E S 
God gives us choices everyday
In every single way 
(Repeat) 

Verse 1:
I can run or I can walk
I can sing or I can talk
I can be the best that I can be
Just like God wants me to

Verse 2:
I can grow and I can change
I don’t have to be the same
I can be the best that I can be
Just like God wants me to

Verse 3:
I can listen to God’s call
I can talk of hope for all
I know I can always start again
Because God loves me so

5. COME BACK
© 2015 John Burland & Gary Pinto
Based on Luke 15: 3–7, 11–32

Verse 1:
If you’re lost and far away
In a place that you’d never thought 
you’d be
A lonely son in a distant land 
Out of reach of your Father’s hand

Wasted all your days and nights
On the things that couldn’t bring you 
life
Thinking of the way it was before,
What are you waiting for

In choosing to do wrong
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things.

I firmly intend, with your help,
to do penance,
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to 
sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In his name, my God, have mercy.

3. BELONGING THROUGH 
BAPTISM
© 2008 John Burland

Verse 1:
Welcome here into our Church
Your journey starts today
For I baptize you and from this day
You’ll belong to our family 

Chorus:
One Family our Family
All helping with God’s work
We are there for each other 
Teaching one another
Building God’s great Church
We are building God’s great Church

Verse 2:
The water that’s poured over us
God’s sign of new life and love
The candle light reminds us all
To live like Jesus lived

Verse 3:
The white clothes show new life in 
Christ
Now we’ve joined the Church
The blessed oil upon our head
A sign God has chosen us

Songs for

MUSIC FOR RECONCILIATION, CONFIRMATION, AND EUCHARIST

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. and John Burland/Ovation Music. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by 
parishes, schools, and families that have purchased the Together in Jesus—Music for Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Eucharist song collection.

HOME GUIDE E-BLASTS FOR PARENTS: 
Downloadable PDFs for each session 
include lesson summaries and video 
links for parents and families. Send these 
home after each lesson. Available in 
English or Spanish.

LESSON REVIEW TEMPLATES: Use 
these after each lesson to reinforce and 
assess what a child has learned. They 
are valuable for use with home-study, as 
one method to ensure that the family/
child completed the lessons at home. 
Available in English or Spanish.

Together Jesus
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First Reconciliation Preparation
Suggested Accommodations for Children with Special Needs

Together in Jesus—First Reconciliation © 2018, Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. All rights reserved. Credits: All art: Jim Burrows/Bayard, Inc. 

Welcome to Together in Jesus — First Reconciliation!
One of the most common dreams of parents of children who have disabilities is for their child to have friends 
and experience a sense of belonging to a caring community of people. What an opportunity we have to help 
this happen in the religious education setting, where the goal is to help and guide children to live as Jesus did!

The purpose of this special needs guide is to help you as a catechist feel comfortable including children who 
learn differently as part of your religious education class. Some general guidelines to follow:

• Focus on the child’s strengths, on what the child can rather than can’t do.
• Ask the parents of the child for suggestions or ideas; they have years of experience 

 to share with you.
• Sometimes class members are the best resource of all. Ask the students for ideas as you 
 plan for an upcoming class, e.g., “If we do…what are some ways we could include John 
 in this activity?”
• Understand that the child with a disability does not have to grasp every concept at 
 the same rate as the other students. Repetition of an idea at home, or in small groups 
 with another student for extra practice, is acceptable.
• Many things in life are learned through trial and error. It’s okay to make mistakes!

For the six lessons, suggestions will be provided for teaching the lesson through visual, auditory, and 
kinesthetic means. It is our hope that you use our suggestions and adapt them to work in your learning 
environment.

Note: Students with motor difficulties will need assistance with their stickers. When you design an activity, 
ask yourself, “If I do this activity, is there someone who couldn’t participate?” If the answer is yes, then ask 
yourself, “What could I do differently so Marie can take part in it?”

Page numbers following the headings in this document refer to the Teaching Guide for Together in Jesus First Eucharist 
Preparation.

Write or draw your favorite part of the lesson.

Lesson  _______ Review

________________________________________________________________________________________
___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   _ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   _ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   _ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   _ 
________________________________________________________________________________________

Write about one thing you learned in this lesson

Together Jesus
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Parent Signature Name

Date

Together Jesus

https://www.pflaum.com/bonus-resources-files/sacramentap-preparation/program-directors/tij-directors-handbook/
https://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/bonus-resources-2/#1536617595748-ace85026-b26b
http://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/bonus-resources-2/
https://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/correlation-to-weeklies/
https://www.pflaum.com/bonus-resources-files/sacramentap-preparation/catechists/TIJ-Coloring-Pages.pdf
https://www.pflaum.com/bonus-resources-files/sacramentap-preparation/catechists/Prayers-to-Know-Bilingual-TIJ.pdf
https://www.pflaum.com/newsite/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Words-to-Know-Bilingual-TIJ.pdf
https://www.pflaum.com/bonus-resources-files/sacramentap-preparation/parents/TIJ-Lyrics.pdf
https://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/bonus-resources-2/#1536617579556-fef26a1a-01c6
https://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/bonus-resources-2/#1536617605578-4ec000a0-71f5
https://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/bonus-resources-2/#1536617579556-fef26a1a-01c6
https://www.pflaum.com/articles-on-sacraments/
https://www.pflaum.com/togetherinjesus/bonus-resources-2/#1536617595748-ace85026-b26b
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WHY GIFTED WITH THE SPIRIT?
Each edition of Gifted with the Spirit stands alone or can be 
combined with the other for a two-year preparation program. 
The eight lessons provide the information and inspiration that 
young people need as they move toward making and living out 
personal faith commitments.

One unified program for two levels—junior high and senior high

Teens respond to the colorful photos, examples, and activities

Lesson summaries, eblasts, and other resources for candidates, 
parents, and sponsors are available for every lesson

Retreat planning resources

Video links for each lesson



Teen friendly.
Parish-oriented.
In Conformity.

VIDEOS: These videos will help bring 
the message of each lesson to life. Play 
them during the sessions or share the 
links with young people and parents to 
extend the lesson at home.

FROM THE CATECHISM—SYMBOLS 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: This article from 
Catholic Digest presents a comprehensive 
explanation of the Symbols of the Holy 
Spirit that will help young people deepen 
their understanding of the sacrament. 

ONLINE RESOURCES

We offer the following resources and ideas to supplement your parish or diocese’s Gifted with the Spirit sacramental preparation 
program. Each level of Gifted with the Spirit includes eight lessons (Junior High or Sr. High). In addition to these lessons, here 
are some of the resources that you can incorporate into your program throughout the prep time, whether you are teaching the 
program over one year or two. All of the resources can be found HERE.

REFLECTIONS ON THE GIFTS AND 
THE FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRT 
FOR PARENTS AND TEENS: The PDF 
handouts can be used within parent 
or family meetings, as part of several 
e-blasts throughout the year, or as 
reflections during or after a session.

ARTICLES ABOUT CONFIRMATION 
FOR PARENTS AND CATECHISTS:  
This continually updated list of articles 
can be shared with families during 
parent meetings, as part of an e-blast, 
or as a handout at the end of a lesson. 

CORRELATION TO PFLAUM GOSPEL 
WEEKLIES: This resource provides 
suggestions for ways to integrate Gifted 
with the Spirit and Pflaum Gospel Weeklies 
into a single program that combines 
grade-level religious ed and sacramental 
preparation. Options are clearly outlined 
for ease-of-use and application. 

E-BLASTS FOR PARENTS, SPONSORS, 
AND CANDIDATES: Throughout the 
sacramental preparation process, eblasts 
to share with families provide a lesson 
synopsis for each lesson of the Gifted 
with the Spirit program (Jr. High and  
Sr. High). 

RETREAT PLANNING POWERPOINTS: 
Four unique PowerPoint presentations 
developed by David Dayler and Anne 
Jamieson assist your Confirmation 
retreat planning.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS: Faith Words 
for teens to know, provided in 
English and Spanish, are provided as 
a downloadable PDF.

PRAYERS TO KNOW: Prayers for 
sacramental preparation as well as 
traditional prayers of the Church, 
provided in English and Spanish, are 
available as downloadable PDFs.

CONFIRMED IN THE SPIRIT BLOG 
POST: This handout gives a reflection on 
being a Confirmation sponsor and some 
reflections for Confirmation candidates.

http://www.pflaum.com/confirmation-program-2/bonus-resources/#1487596796925-637e0a36-dabc
http://www.catholicdigest.com/from-the-magazine/from-the-catechism/symbols-of-the-spirit/
https://www.pflaum.com/correlation-to-pflaum-gospel-weeklies-visions/
http://www.pflaum.com/e-blasts-for-parents/
http://www.pflaum.com/confirmation-program-2/bonus-resources/#1487596796999-c4291c1c-d489
http://www.bayardinc.com/twil-blog/confirmed-in-the-spirit/
https://www.pflaum.com/confirmation-program/bonus-resources/
http://www.pflaum.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Gifts-of-the-Spirit-Online-Handouts-Final2.pdf
https://www.pflaum.com/bonus-resources-files/confirmation-program/catechists/Prayers-to-Know-Bilingual-Confirmation.pdf
http://www.pflaum.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FruitsoftheHolySpirit_Final.pdf
http://www.pflaum.com/confirmation-program-2/bonus-resources/#1487598336060-a72ddeb1-8bcd
https://www.pflaum.com/bonus-resources-files/confirmation-program/parent-sponsor-student/Words-to-Know-Bilingual-Confirmation.pdf


10 1.800.543.4383

gospelweeklies.com

Only available for PGW customers, our revised Pflaum Gospel Weeklies website  
has easy navigation, interactive lesson and unit assessments, and much more!

GROWblog
Subscribe to our GROW Blog and receive weekly links to Sunday Gospel 
reflections as well as timely teaching resources and links to additional 
classroom and at-home activities, upcoming feast day printables, and 
relevant videos.

Online Resources

* English and Spanish available

FOR CATECHISTS AND TEACHERS
Our new and improved website offers a simple 
way for teachers and catechists to access all 
the resources for their class. Many resources 
are available in both English and Spanish.

Every level of the Weeklies offers a large vari-
ety of tools, activities, and additional teaching 
materials for use at school and home, such as:

New for 2020-2021!
• Parent Teaching Pages* 
• Weekly Gospel Reflection and Saint Videos 
• Gospel Coloring Pages 
• Eucharist Quotes, Reflections, and Memes
• Online copies of Teaching Guides* 
• Seasonal activities throughout the year*
• Videos to coordinate with the week’s lesson*

• Videos presented by our editors that offer 
background information and tips on teaching 
each week’s lesson*

• Online, interactive assessments for Grades 2-9 
for every lesson and for each full unit*

• Weekly correlation linking Pflaum Gospel 
Weeklies with Pflaum’s Sacramental 
Preparation Programs.

• Plus so much more!

FOR DIRECTORS
Directors have additional tools, such as a 
handbook with catechist formation materials 
and plans for using the program with families 
in RCIA, as a home-school program, or in a 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

Family Catechesis

The Gospel for All Ages is the 
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies Family 
Catechesis Program. It offers a 
simple and effective way to use 
the materials of our liturgically 
based periodicals as the corner-
stone of parish-wide catechesis 
for your families. 

PLUS MANY MORE  
RESOURCES TO SHARE  
WITH YOUR FAMILIES
NEW! Parent Teaching Pages 
with QR code for online parent 
resources helps parents easily 
access the website and continue 
the conversation at home and 
help foster faith at home.



Preschool to Grade 9—including Bilingual—
print and digital formats for 2021–2022

Purchase either format for the same low price or a Combination Set of print + digital 
editions for just $1.50 more per student. This will give you the flexibility to conduct 
classes in person or virtually. You will also be able to provide material to parents in the 
format that works best for you and for them.

Pflaum Gospel Weeklies • 800-543-4383 • gospelweeklies.com

2021-2022 PFLAUM GOSPEL WEEKLIES PRICES

ENGLISH STUDENT COPIES
NUMBER  

OF COPIES
PRINT OR  
DIGITAL

COMBO SET
(BOTH)

SEEDS
PROMISE

GOOD NEWS

10+ COPIES $13.45 $14.95

2-9+ COPIES $21.45 $22.95

1 COPY $30.45 $31.95

VENTURE
VISIONS

10+ COPIES $14.45 $15.95

2-9+ COPIES $22.45 $23.95

1 COPY $31.45 $32.95

BILINGUAL STUDENT COPIES
NUMBER  

OF COPIES
PRINT OR  
DIGITAL

COMBO SET
(BOTH)

SEEDS
PROMISE

GOOD NEWS

10+ COPIES $13.95 $15.45

2-9+ COPIES $21.95 $23.45

1 COPY $31.45 $32.95

VENTURE
VISIONS

10+ COPIES $14.95 $16.45

2-9+ COPIES $22.95 $24.45

1 COPY $32.45 $33.95

The Combination Set of the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies of both print and digital will save $5–$8 per student 
in comparison to any textbook program.

DIGITAL

COMBO SETS
Get both the  

print copies and  
digital access for  
just $1.50 more!

Let us help to customize your program. Contact your sales representatives for more  
information TODAY. Their phone numbers and email addresses are on our website at  

www.gospelweeklies.com.

Receive 1 free teaching guide for each level with orders of 10 or more student copies ordered.



Pflaum Gospel Weeklies • 800-543-4383 • gospelweeklies.com

Item # Product Total Quantity

Music CDs and Activity Books

ORDER FORM

 English Print Digital Combo 
Free Teaching 

Guides 
Total Quantity

Seeds

Promise

Good News

Venture

Visions

 Bilingual Print Digital Combo 
Free Teaching 

Guides 
Total Quantity

Seeds

Promise

Good News

Venture

Visions

The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined. Each student copy 
includes one copy of the Catechism handbook, What the Church Believes and Teaches (or the bilingual handbook, 
Mi fe católica), plus 32 weekly lessons.

Prices are valid for U.S. orders only. For pricing outside the U.S., call 937-293-1415, ext. 1136.  
In Canada, please order through Novalis at 800-387-7164.
Shipping and Handling will be added to your order.

MAIL YOUR FORM BACK TO:
PFLAUM GOSPEL WEEKLIES
PO BOX 49729
DAYTON, OH 45449-9933 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________

Position:  q DRE   q Principal   q  ________________________________________

Parish/School: _________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________

City:  _________________________State:  _______________ Zip Code: __________

Phone Number:  ________________________________________________________

Email Address:  _________________________________________________________ D21WD1



1885
Pflaum Publishing 
Company is 
founded by George 
A. Pflaum Sr. 

1971 
Peter Li, Inc 
acquires 
Pflaum 
Publishing 
Group.

1981 

Venture (Grades 
4–6) and Visions 
(Grades 7–9)
are published 
to create the 
Pflaum Gospel 
Weeklies. 

1983
Good News for 
Children (Grades 
2–3) is created 
and added to 
the Pflaum 
Gospel Weeklies 
Faith Formation 
Program.

1985
Promise 
(Grades K–1) 
is created 
and added.

1992
Catechism of the 
Catholic Church is 
published. Pflaum 
Gospel Weeklies 
Teaching Guides and 
Scope and Sequence 
charts are correlated 
to the Catechism. 

1995
Seeds 
(Pre–K) is 
created and 
added.

1997
General Directory 
for Catechesis is 
published. Pflaum 
Gospel Weeklies 
Teaching Guides 
and Scope and 
Sequence charts 
include references 
to the new GDC.

2009–2010
Pflaum Gospel 
Weeklies: What the 
Church Believes and 
Teaches Catechism 
handbooks are 
published and found 
to be in conformity 
with the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. 

2011
Bilingual edition  
of What the 
Church Believes 
and Teaches— 
Mi fe católica—
and Pflaum 
Gospel Weeklies 
Spanish Teaching 
Guides are 
published.

2014 

Bayard, Inc. 
acquires 
Pflaum 
Publishing 
Group from 
Peter Li, Inc.

2016 

After thirty-five 
years, Joan Mitchell, 
CSJ, and Therese 
Sherlock, CSJ, pass on 
editorial responsibility 
of Pflaum Gospel 
Weeklies to Pflaum 
Publishing Group, a 
division of Bayard, Inc.

2017
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies are 
redesigned and reformatted.  
A new music program by 
Catholic composer, John 
Burland, and doctrine-themed 
Activity Books are published. 
Expanded Teaching Guides 
are created to assist both 
parish catechists and Catholic 
school teachers with lesson 
pacing and support.

2018
Seeds, 
Promise, 
and Good 
News 
bilingual 
student 
editions are 
added.

2019
Venture bilingual 
student editions 
are added. Gospel-
weeklies.com  
is updated and  
relaunched to 
include additional 
support for  
catechist, teachers, 
and parents.

2020 

Visions bilingual student 
editions are added, and 
digital edition is launched, 
Directory for Catechesis 
is published by the 
Vatican. Pflaum is the first 
catechetical program to 
publish a correlation to the 
Vatican’s new Directory 
for Catechesis.

2021
40th Anniversary 
of Pflaum Gospel 
Weeklies. Pope Francis 
bestows his Apostolic 
Blessing on Pflaum’s 
publishing staff, as 
well as parishes and 
families using the 
program.

2012/2013

elieves  eachesand

What the Church

Teaching Strategies

2013 /2014

elieves  eachesand

What the Church

DIGITAL
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GROWblog
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1981-2021

A division of Bayard, Inc.www.pflaum.com

Feed the hungry

Give drink to the thirsty

Welcome the stranger

Clothe the naked

Care for the sick

Visit prisoners

November 20, 2011
Volume 31, Number 2

Feast of Christ the King

The Works of
Mercy

Match the pictures with the Works of Mercy Jesus teaches.

When you do these things for 
the least of my brothers and 
sisters, you do them for me.

Matthew 25.40
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